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112. Commanding officers are to keep this document
locked up; it must not fall into the hands of the
enemy.
' (Signed) Vox REUTER/
The secrecy of my intention to carry out the sinking
was kept in all but two ships.
During the forenoon of the 20 June I received a report
from the C.O. of a heavy cruiser that his ship's company
was following his preparations for sinking the ship with
mistrust and dogging his footsteps wherever he went in
the ship. He therefore requested permission to acquaint
his men with the orders for the sinking so that he might
complete the preparations. My Chief of Staff recom-
mended the approval of the request, though I thought
myself that it would be better to let this heavy cruiser
drop out of the scheme rather than jeopardize the whole
secret. On top of this the C.O. of a battleship informed
me that four petty officers in his ship had guessed my
intention by the preparations which had been made;
that they wished to have nothing to do with it, and had
requested to be sent home at once ; if their request were
granted they would not give away the preparations for
the sinking. Regarding secrets between Germans a
variation of Goethe's saying can be quoted : ' And holds
he but a tenth he holds the town entire.' If the men did
not receive the news about the sinking officially, but
through these petty officers, that is by way of the back-
stairs, they would naturally be mistrustful, reluctant,
and spoil the scheme. The men had now to be informed
of the sinking for the very reason of avoiding treachery.
The order which was soon passed to the men changed
their outlook considerably and restored their spirits, and